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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 . 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #4,312,160 to WILBANKS in view of US #864,854 to MURRAY. WILBANKS 
discloses the method of constructing a building including the steps of planting a plurality 
of concrete columns (1 1 ) for vertical support of a building as shown in figure 1 ; wherein 
the column (1 1) is inherently planted in the earth (not shown) below the water (9), 
column 2, lines 51-53; securing a wood column (13) to the column (11). WILBANKS 
discloses the basic claimed vertical support system except for the column having a 
cross-section equal to the cross-section of the wood column. MURRAY discloses the 
use of a column wherein the wood column (20) has substantially the same cross-section 
as the concrete column (10). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the building structure of 
WILBANKS with the columns of MURRAY in order to create a building that is much 
stronger and stable. Providing the upper and lower members the cross-sections the 
same gives much more strength against to forces imposed thereupon. 

Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #4,312,160 to WILBANKS in view of US #864,854 to MURRAY. MURRAY 
discloses the method of constructing a building including the steps of planting a plurality 
of concrete columns (1 1 ) for vertical support of a building as shown in figure 1 ; wherein 
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the column (1 1 ) is inherently planted in the earth (not shown) below the water (9), 
column 2, lines 51-53; securing a wood column (13) to the column (1 1 ). WILBANKS 
discloses the basic claimed vertical support system except for the column having a 
cross-section equal to the cross-section of the wood column and a U-shaped reinforcing 
bar therein. MURRAY discloses the use of a column wherein the wood column (20) has 
substantially the same cross-section as the concrete column (10) and a U-shaped 
reinforcing bar (1 1 ) disposed therein. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the building 
structure of WILBANKS with the columns of MURRAY in order to create a building that 
is much stronger and stable. Having the cross-sections the same gives much more 
strength against to forces imposed thereupon. The inclusion of reinforcing bars further 
strengthens the column. 

Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #4,312,160 to WILBANKS in view of US #864,854 to MURRAY. MURRAY 
discloses the method of constructing a building including the steps of planting a plurality 
of concrete columns (1 1 ) for vertical support of a building as shown in figure 1 ; wherein 
the column (1 1 ) is inherently planted in the earth (not shown) below the water (9), 
column 2, lines 51-53; securing a wood column (13) to the column (11). WILBANKS 
discloses the basic claimed vertical support system except for the column having a 
cross-section equal to the cross-section of the wood column and a four equally spaced 
reinforcing bars therein. MURRAY discloses the use of a column wherein the wood 
column (20) has substantially the same cross-section as the concrete column (10) and 
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four equally spaced reinforcing bars (22) disposed therein 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
building structure of WILBANKS with the columns of MURRAY in order to create a 
building that is much stronger and stable. Having the cross-sections the same gives 
much more strength against to forces imposed thereupon. The inclusion of reinforcing 
bars further strengthens the column. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 8-1 1 ,23-26 and 32-35 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action: Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1909. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (703) 308-0839. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

YMH 

Art Unit 3635 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 


